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Six months of Mayor Martin J. Walsh 
Six months is the blink of an eye for a city that lived through 20 
years of a single mayor. What has Mayor Walsh done so far in 


hi 


s short time in office? Below is a brief recap of some of Mayor 


Walsh’s accomplishments in his first six months as Boston’s CEO: 


Reorganized Cabinet, reducing number of positions from 20 to 12 
Secured free audit of Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) 
operations 

Began seeking proposals for department audits with goal to com- 
plete all departments by end of 2014 

Set up 10 task forces, advisory teams, boards, committees, com- 
missions, etc. 

Gave all City Hall employees voice mail for the first time 

Set up gun buy-back program 

Negotiated police and fire contract 

Created Cabinet-level Arts and Culture position 

Set up and ran gun buy-back program 

Took on state Gaming Commission and is pushing MassDOT’s 
buttons over the Allston Viaduct replacement project 

Trained and positioned “greeters” to assist the public in City Hall 
Renamed Animal Control Unit to Animal Care and Control Unit 
Established Mayor’s Office of Women’s Advancement and Bos- 
ton Women’s Commission, under Health and Human Services 
Fired 14 BRA employees 

Funded keeping all branch libraries open year-round on Satur- 
days and the Copley Square library open year-round on Sundays 
Met with developer Don Chiofaro 


Maybe to come? 


Residency requirement for City employees? 
Work with State for new Casey Overpass in Jamaica Plain 
City Hall culture change 


Mayor Marty Walsh: Who is on the Mayor’s Team? 


A new, young mayor with an extensive campaign struc- 

ture taking office after 20 years of the same guy in the 

mayor’s office. Many would think Mayor Walsh would 

make a lot of personnel changes and appointments, but 

it’s harder than it looks to make change. 

Mayor Walsh by the numbers: 

¢ 16,979 FTE employees when Walsh took office, up 
447 from Jan. 1, 2013 

¢ Over 90% are union positions, protected during 
transitions 

¢ Approximately 500 non-union-protected positions 
for the Mayor to appoint 

e¢ 43% of employees are not subject to Boston’s resi- 
dency requirement 

¢ 20% of Cabinet positions are Menino holdovers 

¢ 20% of Cabinet positions are still vacant 
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This Belvidere-Dalton tower will be the first tower that starts construction under May- 
or Marty Walsh. A hotel-residential project that is part of the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, Back Bay campus will feature a 712,000 s.f. hotel-residential building and 
a 237,000 s.f. residential building on parcels at Belvidere and Dalton streets across 
from the Prudential Center. The Church selected Carpenter & Co. as lead developer 
with Pritzker Realty Group as the residential partner. Architect is Pei Cobb Freed and 
Partners with Cambridge Seven. No timetable for construction. 


Notable Quotes: Mayor Walsh in His Own Words 

“What's my vision for the next 10 years? Who the hell 
knows? I’m not gong to lay out a vision...I’m not worried 
what the Boston skyline is going to look like. Or whether 
there are cobvlestone sidewalks or bricks.” Boston Business 
Journal, June 3, 2014 

“...it’s clear that development is booming in Boston, and I’m 
hopeful that reforming the BRA will help to make our city 
an even more attractive place to do business.” Press release, 
July 17, 2014 

“The door is open to everyone, but not Peter [Welsh].” 
Walsh representative to John Fish, Suffolk Construction, 
Boston Globe, June 6, 2014 

“We can’t tell the state what to do with their land.” On 
MassDOT’s decision to not replace the Casey Overpass in 
Forest Hills, Jamaica Plain Gazette, May 23, 2014 

“We want to make the permitting process more efficient 
and transparent for applicants and residents alike.” Press 
release, July 22, 2014 





New Transit Options to Logan Airport 

Massport initiated a two-year pilot “Back Bay Logan Ex- 
press” bus on April 28 to help fill the gap while the MBTA 
Government Center station is closed to renovation. Service 
runs every 20 minutes from the Hynes Convention Center and 
4 Copley Square nonstop to the airport. The distinctive bright 
blue, modern, 42-foot clean fuel buses have spacious luggage 



















somer ville racks and stop at each airport 
f} terminal at departure level. 
Rout. Ridership has been showing 





steady growth, from 374 per 
day average in May to 551 
per day in June (47 percent in- 
crease). July ridership showed 
similar gains but data weren’t 
available. Massport reported 
that 60 percent of riders used 
an MBTA CharlieCard to ride free. Cash fare is $5.00. Hotel 
guest would seem a natural for the service, but concierges 
may have allegiances to certain cab drivers. 

Also debuting is the 31-year-old Super Shuttle, providing 
shared van service to Logan Airport from within Rte. 495. 
Better than a cab to Natick ($66 for two passengers), but not 
to Jamaica Plain ($46). 
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News Flash! BRA Board briefing 
materials now online 


Mayor Walsh committed to making the material the BRA 
Board reviews in advance of Board meeting available to 
the public. Slightly awkward to access, the information is 
finally available to the public. 

On the BRA website, click on “About the BRA,” then 
BRA Board (http://www.bostonredevelopmentauthority. 
org/about-us/the-bra-board/board-meetings). On “Board 
Meetings” page, find the meeting date and click on HTML 
version of the agenda. On the left side of the agenda the 
hyperlinked agenda items. Click on your issue and “sup- 
porting materials” appear on the right. 
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Fan Pier Development Proceeding Apace for Contemporary Art, the Fan Pier is permitted for 
Apart from the Federal Courthouse and the Institute eight buildings. Three, including two leased to Vertex 

3 | Pharmaceuticals, are completed, with two more 
under construction. One is residential (Twenty 
Two Liberty Drive) with 111 units in 14 stories 
and prices ranging from $1,400 to $2,000 per 
s.f. The other building is office (100 Northern 
Ave.) with 515,000 s.f. of office space plus 
18,000 s.f. of ground-floor retail. About 70 





























8 percent of the building has been leased to the 

2) law firm of Goodwin Proctor LLP. 

Es Underground parking for 400 cars is being 

/ : built together with the foundation for the 
er oakley By : é’ _ neighboring site for One Harbor Shore Drive. 

3 les steak yi “ The total underground parking for the Fan Pier 
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Boston’s Affordable Housing Crisis — Former Mayor 
Menino’s “Housing 2020” plan called for building 30,000 new 
housing units in six years—5,000 units per year. Of the 30,000 units, 
the plan called for 5,000 affordable units over six years. Presently, 
about 6,600 units are under construction in Boston with about 22 
percent affordable (down from 30 percent affordable in the years 
2000-2010). 

The Housing 2020 plan estimated 2,000 of the 5,000 affordable 
units will be built as a result of the city’s Inclusionary Development 
Policy that calls for 10 percent to 15 percent of the units in a 
residential development to be affordable. The remaining 3,000 
planned affordable units would be publicly funded. An estimate of 
the cost? For 3,000 affordable units at $400,000 total development 
cost each, $1.2 billion in private and public funding is needed. 

Mayor Walsh created a Housing Task Force to come up with a four- 
year housing plan by July. The Mayor has pledged to “act quickly,” which 
may take some time in this case. The task force is likely to comment on and 

push the Mayor on issues of 
union labor, prevailing wage 
requirements and _ Boston 
residency and minority hiring 
goals. 


The 12-story building at 10-12 
Oxford Street at Ping On Street in 
Chinatown will have 66 affordable 
units of housing. Financed using 
a number of public and private 
sources, the $16 million project 
partially fulfills the off-site affordable 
requirement under required for two 
nearby developments under the 
Inclusionary Development Policy. 
Developer is the Chinese Economic 
Development Council, Chia-Ming 

= $ze Architect. 
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‘So. Boston Waterfront Sustainable 
Transportation Plan’ Underway -— As of late 
2013, over 14.5 million s.f. of development was either under construc- 
tion or approved for the South Boston Seaport area, which is having a 
major impact on local and regional transportation. 

The Boston Transportation Department, MassDOT, Massport, the 
Boston Convention and Exhibition Center and A Better City have part- 
nered to develop a plan to study how to mitigate these impacts. The 
one-year study budget is $1 million, and it will be guidec by a South 
Boston Stakeholders Groups of business, abutters, the Seaport TMA and 
community representatives. Several community-wide public meetings will 
be held in the course of the study, with the first on May 7, 2014. 

The study goals are the usual babble about improving access for all, 
supporting economic vitality, reinforcing sustainable plans, etc. This 
study should be picking up where the Boston Transportation Depart- 
ment’s 2000 “South Boston Transportation Study” left off. It said the 
existing (2000) transportation infrastructure could accommodate 17 mil- 
lion s.f. of new development, but by 2040 the district could expand to a 
total of 38 million s.f. of development. The 2000 study concluded that 
rapid transit—not just the Silver Line— would very likely be required to 
sustain growth in the area without gridlock. 

Note: When the RFP was issued it was called the South Boston Water- 
front Transportation Plan. “Sustainable” adds a hipness befitting the 
Innovation District. See http://www.sbwaterfrontmobility.org/ 


Downtown Waterfront Municipal Harbor 


Plan — Planning for the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority’s (BRA) Downtown Municipal Harbor Plan 
started in April 2013 with a 34-person advisory committee 
(only 8 to 16 typically attend the 3 p.m. meetings), and 
the public (good attendance), to produce a Municipal 
Harbor Plan for the Downtown Waterfront for State for 
approval under Chapter 91 Waterways Law. The plan is 
supposed to build on the BRA-approved 2010 Greenway 
District Planning Study. In April 2014 the BRA issued a 
draft Downtown Waterfront Public Realm and Watersheet 
Activation Plan and is now meeting monthly to discuss 
ground plane options. 

The May meeting dealt with the Long Wharf Marriott’s 
plan to expand its existing building with retail and 
restaurants. Proposed lot coverage would increase from 
64 percent to 84 percent. 

In June the Chiofaro Co., owners of the Boston 
Harbor Garage, presented conceptual plans to demolish 
the garage. Chiofaro would replace the existing 1,400 
parking spaces underground and build two towers, a 
550-foot office building and a 600-foot tower with 120 
condominiums and a 300-room hotel. Retail would fill the 
first three floors, and the buildings would be separated by 
a 70-foot-wide corridor with a retractable roof. Setbacks 
would create more "open space" overhung by the buildings. 
Estimated cost is about $1 billion. 

The proposed 1.3 million s.f. and approximate 600-foot 
heights are essentially the same as the second proposal 
made by the Chiofaro Co. in 2009 which was turned down 
by the City and the State. Its FAR of 23 is out of place on 
the Wharf District Waterfront with FAR ranging from 3.9 
to 12.1. 


City to Update Boston Marine Industrial 


Park Master Plan — In 1977 the City of Boston’s 
Economic Development and Industrial Corp. (EDIC) ac- 
quired ownership of the 167-acre South Boston Naval Annex 
from the U.S. Department of Defense and named it Boston 
Marine Industrial Park. In 1983 EDIC added another 24 
acres to the park. With public-private investment the BMIP 
now has over 3 million s.f. of commercial-industrial space 
supporting 250 businesses employing about 3,500 people. 
Long-range plans call for an additional 1.6 million s.f. of 
leasable space. EDIC is now reviewing proposals for an 
ps wd the 1999 Master Plan. 


Boston Marine Industrial Park: Black Falcon Cruise Terminal, Boston 
Design Center and Coastal Cement. Source: BRA 





Selections from the New City Hall Lineup 
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Civic Engagement , 
Jerome Smith | 





Neighborhood | :{ Public Works 
Development | '| Michael Dennehy 
heila Dillon ; (interim) 
"90 ¢ | Transportation 
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James Sullivan | |” ; (interim) 
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Welcome to 
The Boston Informer 


The goal is simple: Provide concise public information 
on construction projects, planning initiatives, and what- 
ever else affects living and working in Boston. Welcome 
to The Boston Informer! 







The Boston Informer is published electronically by ATC In- 
formation, Inc., five times yearly in Boston, Mass. President: 
Anthony Casendino; vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris 
Fincham. 







The Boston Informer is available by subscription only. Via 
e-mail, $15 per year; via USPS, $29 per year (cheap!). Ques- 
tions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 or 
e-mail: BostonInformer@cs.com. Check us out on the Web at 
www.bostoninformer.com! 
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we Keep up on news, events, irony. 
Follow us on Twitter @bostoninformer 





In a recent interview, Mayor Walsh stated, 
“I’m not worried what the Boston skyline is 
going to look like ...” 


Could we make it more like Singapore? 
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You Were Asking 


Q. DidI read that KPMG, the firm that did the pro bono 
audit of the BRA, agreed to only 120 hours? What 
did the City get for 120 hours? 


A. A surprising amount. KPMG’s 15 hours per week 
average was to look at financial controls; hiring de- 
cisions; efficiency and transparency of Article 80 of 
the zoning code (development review); BRA Board; 
projectmanagement;staff salaries; technology systems; 
and more. The Boston Herald reported Mayor Walsh 
as saying another, more in-depth audit may be required. 
We understand KPMG also suggested more study... 

Q. Have planners forgotten what “transit-oriented de- 
velopment” (TOD) really means? Two huge “TOD” 
developments, Assembly Square, Somerville, and 
New Balance in Brightonseem to be avoiding scrutiny 
as they add s.f. and parking, producing more auto 
trips than a TOD should have. 


A. Yes. Seems anyone who claims TOD walks on water. 
_ AtAssembly Square, the issue is the 700,000 s.f. office 
and 2,200-space parking garage added when Partners 
Healthcare filled the IKEA void. Yes, the campus is 
near a new Orange Line stop, but it looks and feels 
like a suburban drive-to office park. 


At New Balance, the 1.76 million-s.f. mixed-use de- 
velopment being praised will be served primarily 
by car—11,330 trips per day— and two MBIA buses 
that run about every 19 minutes; few shuttles; and 
commuter rail. The 1,750 parking spaces won't be 
enough given the developer is basing the parking on 
what is found now in transit-rich downtown Boston, 
not Brighton. Time to clarify the definition of TOD. 


PEOPLE MOVERS 


Richard Sullivan, from Executive Office of En and Envi- 
ronmental Affairs secretary to Gov. Patrick’s Chief of Staff. 

Maeve Vallely Bartlett, from undersecretary for Energy 
and Environmental Affairs to EEA secretary. 

Ned Codd, from MassDOT director of Office of Transpor- 
tation Planning to Assistant Secretary for GreenDOT. 

Gary Bua, from Transystems to HNTB. 

Bryan Glasscock, from commissioner of Boston Inspec- 
tional Services to BRA senior advisor for regulatory 
reform. 

Bud Ris, CEO of the New England Aquarium, has re- 
tired. Nigella Hillgarth, former executive director of 
UC San Diego’s Birch Aquarium, is the new CEO. 

Peter Welsh, former Menino Administration insider at 
Suffolk Construction, to other pastures. 

Peter Meade, former BRA director, and Jim Aloisi, 
attorney and former MassDOT secretary, have formed 
consulting firm of Meade & Aloisi. 

Phil Cohen, from campaign field director for Mayor 
Walsh to assistant to acting BRA director 

John Swenson from Mayor Walsh’s campaign volun- 
teer and paid inaugural consultant to BRA business 
analyst/ project manager. 


